
Alcohol inks are a relatively new art medium…
whimsical, intuitive, vibrant, relaxing, flowing, 
spontaneous, and downright fun.

These waterproof, transparent 
dyes are dissolved in alcohol 
for use on non-porous surfaces. They create magical textures that 
cannot be achieved with water-based paints. “Prepare to fall in love 
with the beauty and mystery of alcohol inks!” says Rhea.
        Rhea Schnurman will be demonstrating basic techniques in 
working with these inks. She teaches regular classes at Riley Street 
Art Supplies in Santa Rosa.www.inksinmotion.com

NEXT AWS MEETING: September 19, 2019  
Board mtg: 10:30 am  Lunch: Noon  Meeting: 12:30 pm  Demo: 1:15 - 2:45 pm  

Sebastopol Veteran's Building, 282 South High St., Sebastopol, CA 
Inspirational Prompts:  September - FISH  •  October - CHAIRS  

www.awsomeart.org 

Art Workshop of Western Sonoma County  
8214 Covert Lane • Sebastopol CA 95473

September 19 Demo:  
Rhea Schnurman - “Inks in Motion”

http://www.inksinmotion.com
http://www.inksinmotion.com


AWS Board Minutes
August 15, 2019
Members Present: Patty Bird, Gary Caldwell, 
Merrie Krisl, Gail Mardfin, Carol Mills and Fran 
Nielsen. 
Meeting was called to order at 10:40 by 
President, Carol Mills.
President: Carol will talk with Anthony (SCA 
Facility & Rentals Manager) about our contract 
with SCA. She will invite Mathew Groff (SCA 
Director of Operations) to join us at our board 
meeting in October so that he can get an idea 
of what AWS does. Carol will continue to work 
on the grant from the county. She asked who 
is not returning on the board. Need President, 
Vice President and Recording Secretary. Carol 
will ask for a Nominating Committee at the 
member meeting.

Programs: We are looking for a watercolorist 
for the October program. (Patrick Fanning was 
suggested at the member meeting.) Gail 
Mardfin will do a program on composition in 
November.
Apple Blossom Show: Gail has not received 
any comments regarding the categories in the 
show. We need to find a new place to store 
our panels. If any members have space, 
please contact Carol.
Treasurer: Patty reported we have a balance 
of $3484.03. She will pay our quarterly rent 
and our insurance soon. 
Gravenstein Apple Fair Show: Hale is 
collecting exhibitor fees. Fran will reiterate the 
art that can be shown under our contract at the 
member meeting.
Membership: We now have 82 members. 
Gary will send an updated member list to 
board members.
The meeting was adjourned at 11:37 a.m.
Respectfully submitted,  
Merrie Krisl, Recording Secretary 

Sebastopol Art Venues 
Sept. 19 - Nov. 21 

Tombe Realty (10 pieces)  
OUT: Diane Ceccarelli   IN: Deni Marrone

Umpquah Bank (6 pieces) 
OUT: Deni Marrone   IN: Susan Bradford  

Eye Associates Medical Group (12 pieces) 
OUT:  Susan Bradford   IN: Deni Marrone

Slice of Life Restaurant (10 pieces) 
OUT: Susan Barri   IN: Jan Blake

Senior Center  
One Person Show! Nancy Sanchetti

Diane Ceccarelli, Coordinator of Art Venues  
dianececcarelli@yahoo.com • (707) 

823-3875

REFRESHMENTS 
September 19 Meeting 

Please have your offering at the  
meeting before noon. If you are unable to come, 

please find someone else to bring food in your place.

 Sandwiches/Finger Food   Dessert/Fruit 
   Barbara Babin     Susan Bradford
   Gary Caldwell     Carol Leif Gianni  
   Valerie Gardiner x2                 Carol Mills
   Judy Leandro     Judy Morrison
   Patricia Marina                 Nancy Tulles
   Chris McNamara                                     
   Karen Miller                         
   Carolyn Wilson

 
     

Great spread 
at the August 
meeting!

mailto:dianececcarelli@yahoo.com
mailto:dianececcarelli@yahoo.com


Rita Rhine tearfully announced to those at the August meeting   
 that her dear daughter Sue would be passing in the next  

 few days, ending her battle with cancer.   

We all send you love and wish you peace at this sorrowful time, Rita.

At the 2019 Sonoma County Fair,  
Kathy Byrne won Best of Show, Best of 
Division (Professional Division) for her 
watercolor, The Old Steam Engine. This 
is the FIFTH time she has won Best of 
Show and Best of Division!
See  more AWS winners on page 6.

October 17 DEMO: 
Seeking Watercolor Artist… 

Suggestions?   
Please let Carol know!  

November 15 DEMO:  
Former art teacher & AWS member 

Gail Mardfin  
will lead a presentation on 

COMPOSITION in art.  
(You may know it all 

or you may just learn something!)

ART SHOW & SALE  
IN SEBASTOPOL 

Saturday, September 14 
12-5PM 

Featured Artists

20% Off all sales to AWS members!



August 15:  Drawing from the Model  
With thanks to Linda Nease and Patty Bird, about 15 
members stayed to peacefully sketch the lovely model 
Erin in pencil, ink, pastel, and other media. Several 5 
minute poses and three 10 minutes were followed by a 
20-minute pose. Here are some of  the results. 

“I like to draw feet!” says Carolyn.
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1 Chris McNamara  
2 Gail Mardfin  
3 Carol Leif Gianni  
4 Chris McNamara  
5 Karen Miller
6 Gail Mardfin  
7 Stephen Radice (guest) 
8 Carolyn Wilson  
9 Nancy Tullah
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MISSING ITEMS… Did anyone 
accidentally take home a drawing pad &  
a zipper pouch with pens, markers, etc. 
that didn’t belong to them (at the August 
meeting)? If so, please contact Linda 
Nease linda.nease@gmail.com • 
510-778-8754 

mailto:linda.nease@gmail.com
mailto:linda.nease@gmail.com


Some artists presented a 
“two-fer” with both BIRDS 
(July’s theme) and August’s 
REFLECTIONS theme.
L-R: Gary Caldwell, Carol 
Mills, Patty Bird.

AWS LEADERSHIP POSITIONS are normally nominated in October, voted on in November, and installed in January. 
Several current board members desire to step down and as of the August board meeting — before the members’ 
meeting — it looked like there would be several positions open.  Thanks to willing members, this is where we stand for 
2020-21: Vice-President Carol Mills, Recording Secretary Nancy Sanchetti, ABS Chair Patricia Marina, Venue 
Coordinator Deni Marorne.  Corresponding Secretary Fran Nielsen and Membership Chair Gary Caldwell will continue. 
THANK YOU to our Hospitality folks Kathleen Andre, Susan Barri, and  Kathy Byrne, who will continue, and to 
Newspaper/Website coordinator Gail Mardfin, who will also continue.  Soooo…there’s only one, very important 
position that needs filling: PRESIDENT.  Who will step forward to lead us next year?  Please consider it!

Reflections…
Below is a sampling of works inspired by 
August’s suggested theme, REFLECTIONS. 
When showing, please be sure your signature is 
obvious OR IDENTIFY IT WITH A STICKY NOTE!

Merrie Krisl says the monthly prompts really inspire 
her. For REFLECTIONS, she used a photo she had 
taken many years ago in Maine (pastel at right).

Below, top row: Carol Leif Gianni, Jerry Fabiano, Linda 
Nease. Next row: Karen Miller, Nancy Sanchetti.
	



Rhea Schnurman 
entered six pieces, all in 
Professional Drawing & 
Graphics. She won Best 
of Division - 1st place 
seascape; 3rd place 
abstract; Sonoma Roots 
in Cowgirl Boot - 3rd 
place still life (above right); Twilight on 
the Planet of Many Moons - 1st place 

landscape (above); 2nd place abstract; and 5th place 
landscape.

Winners! Winners!  
Many	AWS	members	won	many	awards	at	the	Sonoma	County	Fair	this	year.		This	may	not	be	an	
exhaustive	list	and	sorry	I	could	not	include	all	images	of	winning	artwork,	but	thank	you	to	those	
who	reported	them	for	the	newsletter	and	congratulations	to	all!

Carol Mills won awards for three watercolors Cow with 
red (1st), Round-barn (2nd, shown), and Tulips in a vase 
(3rd, shown), and a 3rd for a pastel, Point Reyes.

Two paintings by Lonna Necker 
received two 1st place/Best of 
Division awards, one for a pastel 
still life and one for a seascape oil 
(below). She also won a 4th place 
for an oil landscape and a 3rd for a 
watercolor. “I entered as an 
amateur, but might have to bump it 
up a notch next year!” Lonna says.	

Kathleen Andre won five ribbons. Koi Pond won a 
2nd in acrylics;Three Cranes (below) won 3rd; Up a 
Country Road won 2nd; Ascending won 1st place, 
and Sunset at the Sea (below) also won 1st place.

Philip Wilkinson won a 4th place in the pastel category 
for Beach Party (below) and a 3rd place ribbon for 
Carcassone in the watercolor category.

Gail Mardfin, entering for the first time, won 2nd place in Professional 
Aqua Media landscape for Greetings from NorCal  and 3rd place for My 
Mexican Boots (still life, left).



Gravenstein  
Apple Fair 

The ice cream sure was good!

Thanks to many husbands and helpers, AWS had a strong 
presence at this year’s Fair. Special thanks to Hale Darby 
for all her work and coordination with Fran Nielsen; to 
Paula Pearce for her beautiful Art Show sign; and to Patty 
Bird for her vital help with art sales.



Classes Taught Every Friday 
3:00-5:00 at RileyStreet

103 MAXWELL COURT  SANTA ROSA  707-526-2416

You meet the strangest people…
I was at the Rohnert Park/Doubletree bus pickup point at 6:00AM, 
bound for SFO and my extended trip to the east coast, when who 
should show up for the first leg of his business/pleasure trip to 
Singapore and Indonesia, including Bali…Avinash Pandey!  It was 
fun chatting on the ride to the airport.  May all the people you meet 
in your travels be as personable and interesting!      

     - Gail Mardfin, Editor


