
 AWS Holiday Party!  December 20, 2018     
12:00 - 3:00 pm  

 Raffle Winners picked at 2:15 - be there or be square! 

 Sebastopol Veteran's Building, 282 South High St., Sebastopol, CA  

Art Workshop of Western Sonoma County 
PO Box 1160  Sebastopol CA 95473

MUY IMPORTANTE! 

Please send 3 photos of  your artwork to Phil Wilkinson  
at docsevo@me.com by December 17th. 

Before you send them, Save each using the following naming format:
Title-Artist-Size-Medium.jpg   

EXAMPLE: AutumnFields-JDoe-12x12-watercolor.jpg

If you can’t figure out how to do that, just send the images to Phil with information  
(title, artist, size, medium) in the body of the email.  

The reason why this is so important is the photos could appear in at least 3 places:
 • This newsletter

• The AWS website
• The Holiday Party Powerpoint presentation created by Phil!

Get your images in to Phil, soon!  We would love full AWS member participation!



Sharing the poster above, ANNIE MURPHY SPRINGER, announced 
the upcoming performances by the Occidental Community Choir at 
the November meeting - there will be 5 great performances! 
 Annie is one of the original members of this choir. In June, 
a number of artists were selected to compete for the honor of 
creating the promotional art painting to be used for the Winter 2018 
and Spring 2019 concert series — and Annie’s was the winner!  
 “The Occidental church on the hill was where the choir first 
rehearsed and gave concerts, and the Farmer’s Market is where the 
community comes together, so these images are prominent in my 
painting,” explains Annie.  Website: anniemurphyspringer.com 

Sebastopol Art Venues 
         December is a “non-switch” month. 

December Refreshments  
Please have your offering at the  

party by noon. 
 Sandwiches/Finger Food      Dessert/Fruit  
  Everybody!       Everybody!

       Beverages  
       Everybody!

AWS Board Minutes
November 15, 2018
Members Present: Patty Bird, Gary Caldwell, Bob Hart, 
Merrie Krisl, Gail Mardfin, Carol Mills and Fran Nielsen.

Meeting was called to order at 10:54 by President, Carol 
Mills.

President: Still need Publicity Chairperson(s)! Board will 
meet Monday, January 7th, 10 a.m. at Carol’s, 6109 
Anderson Rd., Forestville, to discuss changes to the bylaws 
and constitution. Gary will email those documents to all 
board members to review before the meeting. Any 
interested AWS member may attend, but please let Carol 
know you are coming.

Carol has worked on music for the holiday party. Phil 
Wilkinson is hoping to have a continually-running digital 
display of member work. Send labeled jpegs to him [See 
page 1 for format]. It was suggested that we might also 
include some photos from our history books.  

One of the ornament stations requires fluid acrylics, so 
please bring if you have some to share. 

We will raffle the small table paintings. Tickets will be 2/$5. 
Anyone who brings one gets a free ticket. You may label 
yours NFS, if you’d like it back.

Secretary: The library book sale ends today and anything 
remaining will be donated to the Friends of the Library. 

We will print 100 copies of the member booklet.

Treasurer: Current balance is $2385. There were $1101.50 
in deposits and a $607.50 debit for rent. Bob suggested we 
might use the Square to facilitate paying dues.

Apple Blossom Show: Bob has sent pictures to the 
Chamber. Committee Chairs are mostly the same as last 
year. The dates for the fair are April 13 and 14, with our 
opening reception on Friday the 12th. Bob wants to be sure 
that our posters are in all the places that the Fair posters 
are.

Vice President: Our March demo will be an oil 
demonstration by Hiuhan Liu.

Membership: Gary passed around mock ups of posters and 
cards for the Apple Blossom Show for board input and 
approval.

Gravenstein Fair Show: Fran can organize this, but due to 
some operations she may not be able to be there. 

Newsletter: Kudos to Gail for October’s newsletter! She is 
working on sharing newsletters and info with other area art 
groups. 

A one-time business card size ad will cost $10. Deadline is 
the 25th of the month. 

The meeting was adjourned at 11:50 a.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Merrie Krisl, Recording Secretary

Occidental Community Choir
Sarah Saulsbury, Music Director

FRIDAY, NOV 30 @ 8 pm

Community First Night - Tickets $10

   Occidental Center for the Arts

   3850 Doris Murphy Ct, Occidental

SATURDAY, DEC 1 @ 8 pm

   Occidental Center for the Arts

SUNDAY, DEC 2 @ 3 pm

   Occidental Center for the Arts

SATURDAY, DEC 8 @ 8 pm

   Occidental Center for the Arts

SUNDAY, DEC 9 @ 3 pm

   Glaser Center, 547 Mendocino Ave, 

        Santa Rosa

ADULTS $15, KIDS 12 and under FREE

TICKETS AT

OccidentalChoir.org/tickets

or at the door

Advance tickets recommended
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Annie Murphy Springer



11/15/18 Poured Painting Demo with Deni Marrone  
by Gail Mardfin

Deni Marrone’s art demonstration at the November 
meeting held everyone’s rapt attention through three 
“pours” — as she wielded plastic bottles of mixed 
paint, square canvases, and a small blowtorch.

After working figuratively much of her life, 
Deni began researching Acrylic Paint Pouring three 
years ago and began making her own creations 
about a year ago.  “You can only do so much 
deliberately,” she says, but if she produced an 
“undesired outcome,” she can always do another 
pour on top of that layer once it’s dry.

“Prepping for the pour is the time factor,” she 
explains, using a recipe of approximately 2/3 
pouring medium (such as Floetrol, a product 
available in hardware stores) and 1/3 acrylic paint 
(thin and thick colors, iridescents, etc.). A drop of 
dimethycone can be added to create “cells” and 
additional special effects. The difference in 
viscosities/densities is what produces the amazing 
results of colorful swirls. 

As she fills the pouring cups, she usually 
starts with black and adds yellow and other pre-
mixed colors, noting that she never uses green — 
the blacks and yellows will mix together to form 
unique greens, she's discovered. 

Working on a 12x12 square canvas during 
the demo, for the first Flip Cup Pour, she layered a 
small plastic cup with paints of varying densities, 
placed the canvas on top of the cup, then flipped the 
whole thing over.  After waiting two minutes or so, 
she lifted the cup off, and the fun began, as she 
turned and tipped the canvas to control the paint 
flow. Her third pour was a Tree Ring Pour. Deni’s 
pieces take about three days to dry, and then she 
coats them with three coats of shiny Rustoleum 
spray.

“How beautiful!” “Very visceral!” “Looks like 
the universe!” “So cool!” were some of the 
comments her demonstration elicited. 

If you want to learn more, Deni says there is 
an online explosion of information on the internet 
now; google “Acrylic Pour Painting.”  

Or better still, Deni offers 2-3 hour 
workshops in her home studio in Sebastopol. You 
can call or text her cell at (408) 202-3875 or 
denijomarrone@gmail.com. Her works may 
currently be seen in Made Local in Santa Rosa on 
5th Street, Milk & Honey in Sebastopol, and the 
Artisan Co-op Gallery in Bodega.

mailto:denijomarrone@gmail.com
mailto:denijomarrone@gmail.com


Don’t Miss Our Winter Holiday Party! 

No regular meeting or artist demo next month, just pure 
Holiday Fun! 

Come be in the spirit of the season with fellow AWS 
members (spouses invited, too) on Thursday, 
December 20, at 12 noon.

There’ll be lots to keep you busy and full, including 
ornament-making stations, gingerbread houses, the 
annual silent auction/sale, and mini works of art by 
AWS members to be raffled off.

And don’t forget to send Phil Wilkinson three images of 
your art for a rotating display during the party.  Send 
via email by Dec. 17 - see notice on page 1.

What to bring?
1. Please bring a savory or sweet food item to share 

in the holiday potluck.  Beverages (including wine) 
also welcome. 

2. If you have small acrylic craft paints to spare, 
bring them for the ornament making table.

3. Items for the annual Silent Auction and Sale…Any 
art supplies or equipment you no longer use/need (frames, 
books, paper, paints)…as well as things that are just nice to 
have (candles, soap, etc.) Smaller items will have a  set 
price of $1 to $5, while nicer items will have a sheet of paper 
with a minimum bid and people can keep bidding throughout 
the party. It’s an AWS fundraiser and a great way to clean 
out your art studio! Jan Blake is heading up this effort.

4. Your Mini 2-Dimensional Art, no larger than 5”x7”. 

Miniature Art Raffle!
We’re trying something new this year…join in!
Create a seasonal (or not) work of art to rest on 
miniature easels around the room.  
Maximum size is 5”x7” — paintings in any medium, collage, 
fine art photos — all are welcome. Horizontal or vertical.
If you don’t want to part with it, mark it NFS, otherwise, it will 
be part of a Raffle during the Holiday Party.  NOTE: The little 
easels will be provided at the party; no need to bring your 
own.
How does the raffle work?  $5 buys two Mini Art Raffle 
tickets. Folks who bring an art piece will receive one free raffle 
ticket.  
Before the party ends, raffle tickets will be drawn.  The first 
winner gets first choice of the mini artworks on display around 
the room.  Second ticket gets second choice, and so 
on.
Join in the fun! Create a piece, buy some raffle 
tickets, win an art piece, and support 
AWS in this fun, creative 
fundraiser.



Member Profile with Susan Barri 
by Paula Pearce

Paula: So Susan, where were you born and raised?
Susan: Riverside County near Palm Springs in a small town 
named Banning at the edge of the desert.

P: Did you grow up with siblings?  
S: Yes, I had an older brother and a younger sister.

P: Was there anyone in your family that inspired you with 
your art interests?
S: No, not at all. It must have come from deep within me 
because from a very young age, as soon as I could hold a 
pencil, I loved to draw. I entered kindergarten at age 4 and I 
liked art right from the beginning.

P: Can you recall any specific art activity you loved in 
kindergarten? 
S: Yes, I remember those giant easels with huge paint brushes 
and I was free to paint whatever I wanted. I bet most of my 
paintings were of horses and ranch scenes.

P: What influenced that interest of yours at such an early 
age?  
S: My father grew up on a farm in Nebraska where they raised 
buggy horses. He would always tell us stories of his memories 
raising horses and riding them.

P: Were your grandparents still living on that farm when 
you were a youngster? 
S: Yes they were, and in the summer our whole family got to go 
visit their farm.

P: Did they still have horses on their farm then?
S: No they didn’t, but we got to go to a neighboring farm where 
they let us ride their horses. Many years later when the farm 
was sold, my mom asked me if there was anything I wanted 
and I requested the hitching post! I still have it after all these 
years and it survived the Tubbs fire where I lost my home in 
Wikiup. It was out in the front yard.

Comment by Paula: Oh Susan, I am so sorry to hear of your 
loss and trauma.
 
P: Getting back to your early school years and art, were 
there any particular favorite memories you have from that 
time? 
S: I loved participating in art contests. I even won a few ribbons 
from them. I recall in 4th grade I submitted a drawing of a horse 
that just had a new foal and the mare was standing over her 
newborn in a stall of hay. My mom kept a lot of my school 
artwork and years later she brought me this whole box full and 
that piece was in this collection and I remember how happy I 
was to see it again.

P: What about high school art?  Did you major in art there?
S: Our high school was very small and we didn’t choose majors 
but we did have electives. I took art as an elective all four years 
of high school from one of my favorite teachers, Mr. Waters. I 
remember carving subjects out of ivory soap bars and we also 
made block prints from something else.  

P: Were your parents supportive and encouraging of your 
art interests?
S: Yes, up to a point. But that changed when I was about to get 
enrolled in college. They discouraged any art focus in my 
proposed curriculum because they felt I should prepare myself 
for a practical career, one that would support me.

P: What happened next? 
S: I moved away from home and rented a house in San 
Bernardino with three girl friends. I was able to get a transfer 
there from my home bank branch and took night classes at the 
junior college for two years.

Comment by Paula: Doesn’t seem like you would have much 
time for fun with a schedule like that!
Susan’s response: It was very consuming and it required a lot 
of self-discipline!

P: How did you come to live in Sonoma County?  
S: That came after I moved to Arcata in Humboldt County 
where I was soon to meet my husband. It was a mutual 
decision of ours to move to Santa Rosa in 1972.

P: How did you find out about AWS?
S: My husband passed away 14 years ago in 2004. To fill my 
time, I enrolled in SRJC to take classes in oil painting. It was at 
that time I met Valerie Gardner and she invited me as her guest 
to AWS.

P: Did you join right away?  
S: No, not right away. I had to build up the courage to bring 
some of my artwork in and then stand in front of the 
membership to talk about myself. It made me nervous but I did 
it and I am so glad I did. 

Conclusion by Paula:  
During our interview process, the subject of her loss due to the 
Tubbs fire brought us both to consider the devastation and 
horror of the current Butte County firestorm that is only partly 
contained. Getting past that low point, we were glad to 
complete this interview on a more positive note, being how 
AWS has been such a joy for us both in many ways. For me, I 
must say I love sharing Member Profiles I write for all of you. I 
am grateful. 



RileyStreet Art Supply  
103 Maxwell Court, Santa Rosa 

(707) 526-6421

Chroma Gallery
“A Big Show of Small Works”
Dec. 7, 2018 - Jan. 19, 2019

Artists’ Reception 
Friday, December 7, 5-7 pm 

(SOFA district First Friday, Santa Rosa)

Submit works on December 1 & 2 between 12-3 pm
2 entries maximum; Under 12” (including frame)

$15 entry fee • 60/40 split on sales

Call for Entry 

2019 AWS Board
 President: Carol Mills

Vice President: James Reynolds
Treasurer: Patty Bird
Recording Sec’y: Merrie Krisl
Corresponding Sec’y: Fran Nielsen
Membership Chair: Gary Caldwell
ABF Chair: Bob Hart
Historian Chair: Beverly Bird
Hospitality Chairs: Susan Barri

Kathy Byrne
Venue Chair: Diane Ceccarelli
Newsletter Chair: Gail Mardfin
Publicity Chair: Open 

AWS Artist Demo, Thursday, January 17 
Gerald Huth will demonstrate 3-dimensional painting.

ARTISTS’ ROUND TABLE - PIZZA & VIDEOS 
Wednesday, January 2 meeting - 12 noon
Santa Rosa Veterans Hall
Come watch three watercolorists paint a cityscape together!

Reminder: Please wear your NAMETAG  
to AWS meetings!  It’s so helpful to new members and to 
those who have a hard time remembering names, and that 
would be….me!  I keep my nametag in the car; that way 
when I remember I forgot to wear it, I only have to go out to 
the parking lot!   - gm

AWS Membership Benefit… 
DID YOU KNOW… 
You get 10% off at RileyStreet Art Supply!   
Just remember to mention you are an AWS member.  
(Matboard  and sale items not included.)



Art & Soul Has Moved!
Sebastopol’s art supply store, Art & Soul, 
recently celebrated a Grand Opening in its new 
location, the former home of Aubergine, on 755 
Petaluma Ave., next to Legacy Thrift & Gift 
Shop. 

After 10 years in business in Sebastopol, 
Augbergine Vintage Emporium moved from its 
spacious digs on the south end of town to 
become an online-only retailer, concentrating 
its sales efforts on eBay and Etsy. 

We, as artists, benefit! 

Art & Soul’s new space is “four to six times 
bigger,” says AWS member Deni Marrone, who 
helped with the shop’s move.  “It’s huge in 
comparison!” Deni says. Art & Soul sells “pretty 
much anything of any kind that any artist would 
need to do their projects. And if not, the owners 
are more than happy to special order whatever 
you need.”  Art & Soul has its own in-house 
frame shop, as well.  

As a relative newcomer to the area, I (Gail 
Mardfin) have been amazed at the number and 
quality of art supply offerings here. Between 
RileyStreet Art Supply and Village Art Supply in 
Santa Rosa, and the newly enlarged Art & Soul, 
there are a lot of options besides Michael’s — 
and it is so good to support our local small 
businesses.

Photo credit 
Top: Anna Kolusyuk, unsplash.com

Some quotes from twistedsifter.com…

http://unsplash.com
http://twistedsifter.com
http://unsplash.com
http://twistedsifter.com


Photo with text by Gail Mardfin

Your Ad Here! 
Your business card size ad costs only $25 
to appear in all 10 newsletter issues.

Only $10 to place your ad [this size] ONE 
TIME for an event or sale coming up.  
Materials due by the third week of the 
month for ad to be created.  Contact Gail 
Mardfin at gail@plpgraphicdesign.com

mailto:gail@plpgraphicdesign.com
mailto:gail@plpgraphicdesign.com

