
 

Art Workshop of Western Sonoma County  
8214 Covert Lane • Sebastopol CA 95473

Our November 19 meeting will be via Zoom at 12:30.  
November Prompt: Plein Air Landscape  

www.AWSOMEART.org 
Please watch this video to be discussed: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=3CJojNcuB38&feature=youtu.be 
VP Jerry Fabiano chose this 10-minute video 
featuring Australian artist Ken Knight because 
he is painting a large, loose plein air oil of a 
scene very reminiscent of Sonoma county 
landscapes. He discusses it further in the 
studio and it’s shown again, completed. The 
same subject is our November prompt. You are 
challenged to work as large as you can!

In addition, beginning with our November Zoom meeting we will be having a 10-minute presentation by two 
featured members each month. This new segment will give us all an opportunity to get a more in-depth view 
of what our friends are working on, what motivates them, and how that affects the art that they produce.    
 
Our two featured artists for November will be Beverly Kjeldson and Fran Nielson. We would like to invite 
all of you to consider volunteering to present your work and life in art in the months to come. As a logistics 
matter, please remember that this will be in Zoom meetings, so do some planning about how you can move 
your laptop or remote camera around your studio to show us how you operate. Jerry has volunteered to 
“coach” any reluctant participants, as that is something he has done in business meetings as part of group 
development. Seek him out: jsfabiano@comcast.net or 707-217-2217

Look for an email from gail@plpgraphicdesign.com the morning of the meeting. A few minutes before 
12:30, just click on the link in the email. We look forward to seeing many of you on November 19th!
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AWS ZOOM BOARD MINUTES
OCTOBER 15, 2020
The meeting was called to order at 10:37am  
Present: Patty Bird, Jerry Fabiano, Gail Mardfin, Patricia 
Marina, Carol Mills, Fran Neilsen, Nancy Sanchietti, 
Lorraine Stribling (Some were late or left early.)
President Carol reported she and Merrie Krisl had 
reached out and heard from just about everyone we 
haven’t seen or heard from in awhile, including all 
Oakmont residents. 
She reviewed the slate of board candidates (with 
additional nominations open at this afternoon’s meeting) to 
be voted on at November’s membership meeting and it 
was approved: Pres Carol Mills; VP Jerry Fabiano; 
Recording Secretary Merrie Krisl; Corresponding 
Secretary Fran Nielsen; Treasurer Patty Bird. Appointed: 
Membership Chair Lorraine Stribling; Historian Beverly 
Bird; Newsletter Gail Mardfin; ABS Patricia Marina; Venues 
Deni Marrone; Hospitality: Kathleen Andre, Kathy Byrne, 
and Susan Barri.   
VP Jerry introduced November’s video – large plein air oil 
landscape by Australian artist Ken Knight. Working large 
and painting plein air fall into “stretching” category for our 
members.
VP Jerry expressed concern about what’s working and not 
with AWS/Zoom/meetings and how to engender more 
participation among members. 
Along the lines of Member Profiles in past newsletters, we 
agreed there will be two Member Highlights per Zoom 
meeting, each spending 8-10 minutes introducing 
themselves and their art work. Discussion of whether 
those highlighted should be old/new/on the Board; Jerry 
will ask for volunteers at Member meeting. Jerry offered 
coaching as needed, something he does as part of group 
development.
Discussed Self-portraits as an upcoming “prompt.” Gail 
said it would be fun to really promote and solicit an entry 
from everyone; they could all be printed in the newsletter, 
with people having to “match up” artists and images. 
Everyone thought that was a good idea for a prompt and 
as a way to involve membership.
Discussed outdoor painting activities (landscape & still 
life); Gail said if a definite time/date/place were announced 
in the newsletter, perhaps there would be more 
participation. Deni & Patricia will contact Gail with definite 
offerings.
Treasurer Patty reported she did not pay liability 
insurance bill ($500) since we are not using Sebastopol 
Center for the Arts space, where it is required.
Discussion of a Virtual Holiday Party: Gail will look into 
“breakout rooms” for December Zoom meeting/
party, to add interest. Ask people to do miniatures 
(as in past years) and/or tree ornaments to 
show. 

Dues discussion and vote: 
Board voted and decided 2021 
will be a “half price year,” with $20 

membership dues. 
Corresponding Secretary Fran reports she ran into 
Arlene Parnay at Lucky; she looks good and is doing fine; 
she just doesn’t do Zoom.
Venues Chair Deni reported on Venues. Nancy Sanchietti 
said she’d like to share display space at Specialty Center 
with Deni October-December.

NOVEMBER AWS ELECTION
We will vote on this slate of Board-approved 

Officers and Chairs at the November 19th  
Zoom meeting.

2021 Slate of Elected Officers 
PRESIDENT: CAROL MILLS

VICE PRES: JERRY FABIANO
TREASURER: PATTY BIRD

RECORDING SECRETARY: MERRIE KRISL
CORRESPONDING SEC: FRAN NIELSEN

Appointed by the President:
MEMBERSHIP CHAIR: LORRAINE STRIBLING

VENUES: DENI MARRONE
ABS CHAIR: PATRICIA MARINA
HISTORIAN: BEVERLY BIRD
NEWSLETTER: GAIL MARDFIN

HOSPITALITY: KATHLEEN ANDRE,  
KATHY BYRNE, SUSAN BARRI

PUBLICITY: OPEN

Sebastopol Venues
PLEASE NOTE: VENUE EXHIBITS WILL 
HANG FOR 3 MONTHS AT A TIME NOW.

Tombe Realty   
Currently: Phil Wilkinson  

1/21/21-3/18/21: ANYONE INTERESTED?

Umpquah Bank   
11/19/20-1/21/21: Patricia Marina  

1/21/21-3/18/21: ANYONE INTERESTED?

Specialty Center  
11/19/20-1/21/21: Deni Marrone & Nancy Sanchietti  

1/21/21-3/18/21: Gail Mardfin

Please contact Venues Coordinator  
Deni  Marrone at (408) 202-3875 if interested  

in any of these venues. 



FROM THE PRESIDENT…
Hello from Forestville! I was happy to see 21 smiling faces 
at our Zoom meeting this month. We hope more will 
continue to sign on. No work required. You can just sit and 
listen or participate if you like.

The Board discussed having a couple of members a 
month that would like to be featured at our meetings, 
which we will begin in November. More info on the front 
page!

Only three people responded that they would be interested 
in renting the outdoor patio at Sebastopol Center for the 
Arts to distance-paint a still life. We did, however, get a 
couple of members who volunteered their property so that 
some folks could come out and paint, socially distanced, of 
course. See last page for complete details! 

We talked about doing a Virtual Holiday Party on Zoom 
for our December 17th meeting. We would ask those that 
would like, to make a homemade ornament AND/OR do 
a small holiday painting (5x7 canvas or smaller) as we 
have done the past few years. We will then share them. If 
anyone else has any other ideas, let me know.

I reached out this month to many of our members that I 
feared were evacuated with the Glass fire. Most were in 
the Oakmont area. I hope they don’t mind if I share with 
you some of their responses:
• Merri Krisl was evacuated, as the fire came within 

two blocks of her house. They went to their son’s 
house.

• Kathy Byrne went to her son’s house in Folsom 
(taking all of her art supplies and paintings!)

• Jerry Fabiano and wife Susan went to their son’s in 
Petaluma.

• Ann Storms had a lot of ash and debris; not sure if 
she evacuated.

• Gary Caldwell went to his son’s near Santa Cruz.
• Kathleen Andre evacuated with her cat to her 

daughter’s house.
• Sunny DuPuis was safe and ok.
• Phillip Wilkinson and wife Julia evacuated to their 

house in Clear Lake (but Phil forgot all of his art 
supplies!)

• Valerie Koppala Gardiner evacuated to a hotel in 
Rohnert Park with her 91-year-old mother. It was 
difficult as her mother needed a handicapped room 
and none were available. Valerie was also recouping 
from having her appendix out in August! She will try 
again to attend a Zoom meeting.

• Hale Darby was safe, but working at the Welfare 
League in Santa Rosa during evacuations to hand 
out clothes, etc. to evacuees. 

Other members that I checked in with because we haven’t 
seen them at Zoom or in the newsletters were:

• Bob Hart is busy, busy, busy! (See page 8.)
• Annie Murphy Springer is doing well and we got her 

to Zoom with us in October. So good to see and hear 
from her. (See page 10)

• Chris McNamara has been dealing with a bad back 
(fractured vertebrae), so has been resting for a few 
months and doing great-looking small paintings and 
collages.

• I did not hear back from Susan Moore, but I see her 
on Facebook, painting lots of great things for her 
yard.

• I also did not hear back from Trula LaCalle.

Hopefully, this gives you some idea of how others are 
doing. Reach out and go for coffee outdoors or …?

I attended the deYoung Open show on October 6, a day 
set aside for the participating artists. It’s a great show. Go 
see it!

I am enjoying all the wonderful paintings being submitted 
to Gail for the newsletter. Keep it up!

Stay Safe. Take Care,
Carol

President Carol 
Mills points to her 
piece THE EDGE 
OF TOWN (#152) at 
the deYoung Open, 
hung salon style. 
Learn more in the 
October Zoom 
meeting notes.

Our celebrity Carol just can’t escape fame!  
She was interviewed by KPIX channel 5 news after 
she cast her ballot, and her masked face made it on 

to the television news that evening…reminding 
everyone to VOTE!



      Paula Pearce - 
“Lenore at Work” 
20x16 watercolor

I painted this in 
Glen Rock back 

in 2003. 

October Prompt: FIGURES IN THE ENVIRONMENT 
(continued on next page, too!)

Carol Mills - “Waverunners” 11x15 watercolor & “Bahama Fishing” 11x15 watercolor 
The first is my grandkids and the second I did a few years ago from a photo I took years ago in the Bahamas. I was on a 
small island and stopped to watch these two boys catching bait. I liked that there was also a man who wandered down 
the boat ramp just to stand and watch them. This was one of my first attempts at doing figures up close.

Merrie Krisl - 
“Got Fish?” 
12x9 acrylic
This was done from a 
photo my father took 
about 50 years ago. I 
think he had a good 
sense of composition 
and when I painted this I 
felt like he was near.

Gail Mardfin - 
Two 6x9 ink & watercolors
While I was east, I spent 
three days in Ocean 
Grove, playing in waves  
at the Jersey shore. At the 
end of the day, I would 
return to the beach to do 
some sketching and 
painting, which is about 
the only time I do plein  
air! And I loved it!



Jerry Fabiano - 

LEFT: “Rebirth of Wonder”  
20 x 16 acrylic

My son Matt, (the smaller boy) 
and his friend Jonathan,  

about 40 years ago.  
 

RIGHT: “Tranquility in an Age of 
Turmoil” 20 x 16 acrylic

My wife Susan playing Bach.

FIGURES IN THE 

ENVIRONMENT 

And Fran Nielsen’s  
FIGURINES IN THE ENVIRONMENT…

FAR RIGHT: ”Cat seated on 1934 
camera, enfolded with film”  
12.5” high. The backdrop is my acrylic 
painting “Memories.” 
 
RIGHT: ”The Owl and the Pussy Cat” 
6" high. The backdrop is my acrylic 
painting "Egrets in Flight.”

Fran Nielsen - 
“Family Outing circa 1925” 12x16 acrylic 
The painting was painted from a photo of my father 
(standing in overalls), his younger brother, and older sister, 
with the family's model-T truck. The other model-T was 
probably another relative's, or friend’s.

Dante Corsetti - 
“A Stringer of Kenai Sockeye Salmon” 11x14 acrylic 



“Frida Kahlo: 
Appearances can be  Deceiving”  

A Preview of the current exhibition at 
the deYoung Museum, San Francisco
 An Art Talk by Dr Josephine Withers  

Thursday, November 5 @ 1 PM  
Mexican artist Frida Kahlo overcame multiple physical traumas 
in order to paint. Her art takes us on a journey of self 
examination exploring her psyche, her politics, her sexuality, 
and her fraught but passionate relationship with her soulmate, 
Diego Rivera.  
   Dr. Withers is a professor emerita of the University of 
Maryland College Park, where she taught modern and feminist 
art history for more than 30 years. She is an acclaimed 
public speaker and has published extensively on 20th century 
and contemporary art. In 2013 she sold her award-winning 
modern house in Maryland and moved to the Bay Area.

Register for this Zoom art talk by donation ($5-50) at  
https://sebarts.doubleknot.com/event/frida-kahloappearances-

can-be-deceiving/2746735

ALSO: FINAL  
LIVE FROM AMSTERDAM!

Young Caravaggio’s Wild Life
Thursday, Nov. 12th - 11AM

Not for the prudish! Kees says the 
Caravaggio lecture may offend sensitive 
souls! Drs Kees Kallenbach is a 
knowledgeable lecturer with a fantastic 
sense of humor!  

Click to register:
https://sebarts.doubleknot.com/event/live-

from-amsterdam-4-caravaggio-wild-lifestyle-and-early-life/
2725042

“Two Fridas” by Frida Kahlo  
Deni Marrone - 
“Moon Goddess” 
12x12 acrylic pour 

Deni Marrone - “
Purple Pachyderm” 11x14 acrylic pour
My “ghosted” turned into a “purple pachyderm.”

Below is Deni’s space at the 
Artisan Co-op in Bodega. 
Everyone please come 
visit. It’s a great place for 
one-of-a-kind items for 
your holiday gift list. Add a pop 
of color or whimsy to any wall 
in your home or business with 
my “bright ideas” switch plate 
covers, mini works 
of art, and let 
there be light! 
(Examples shown.)

And don’t forget 
about Made 
Local Marketplace 
in Santa Rosa.
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At the Zoom meeting, Bev Kjeldsen said she was 
inspired by Gail Mardfin's large outdoor paint projects 
and by a neighbor who’s been painting bright quilt designs 
on plywood. Bev did seven paintings of her own for 
display on the fence along her road in Fort Bragg, where 
she and her husband have been living since the pandemic 
and fires. (They're normally Santa Rosa residents.) These 
2x2-foot acrylic paintings on white-primed plywood are 
two examples. She’s gotten a lot of appreciative 
comments! “It's been a really fun project,” says Bev. 

We were happy to see these AWS members: Annie Murphy 
Springer, Linda Nease, Kathy Byrne, April Lynch, Bev 
Kjeldsen, Carol Mills, Jerry Fabiano, Hedda Gold, Merrie 
Krisl, Fran Nielsen, Patty Bird, Avinash Pandey, Lorraine 
Stribling, Nancy Sanchietti, Chris McNamara, Nancy 
Tulloh, Judy Goldberg, Paula Pearce, Beverly Bird, and 
Lonna Necker, and Gail Mardfin.  IT WOULD BE FUN TO 
SEE 20 MORE OF YOU AT OUR NOVEMBER 19 
MEETING! COME IF YOU CAN!

NEW BOARD NOMINEES: President Carol Mills opened 
the meeting announcing the 2021 slate of Board members 
and appointed Chairs. Thank you to Merrie Krisl and 
Lorraine Stribling for stepping up to replace outgoing 
Recording Secretary Nancy Sanchietti and Membership 
Chair Gary Caldwell!.Thank you for your service. Nancy 
and Gary. Beverly Bird said she would continue as club 
Historian. The Publicity position is still open.

See the last page of this newsletter announcing outdoor 
drawing on the 2-acre property of Deni Marrone. She can’t 
guarantee cows in the distance, but it is a possibility! 

VP Jerry Fabiano presented the new idea we will begin next 
month, giving time to highlight two AWS members. In 10- 
minute slots, members can show and discuss their work, 
their art background, whatever turns them on artistically. And 
because it is virtual, we’ll have the chance to see WHERE 
the artists create as well. Bev Kjeldsen and Fran Nielsen 
volunteered for the first spots at November’s meeting. This 
ought to be fun and we hope it will be an incentive for more 
Zoom attendance!

President Carol said she tried to check in on all of the 
Oakmont AWS members to see how they fared in the Glass 
fire. (See her letter on page 3 for updates.) She encouraged 
us all to keep reaching out to folks and encourage everyone 
to come to the Zoom meetings, where we can talk to each 
other without masks!

Lonna Necker has been taking the Sebastopol Arts Center 

class with Clark Mitchell, and other Zoom workshops, both 
working with pastels. (See page 10.)

April Lynch was delighted to have received two pen and ink 
prints by Ann Bradley, who recently passed. She also shared 
her recent large watercolor, “The Grazing Cows,” noting how 
referring to the reference photo at the end helped her correct 
some value choices in the piece.

Lorraine Stribling shared a watercolor/watercolor pencil 
she did of her grandson's kitten. Her grandson is now in his 
30s and the kitty lived to the ripe old age of 17.

Beverly Bird encouraged folks to travel to Healdsburg to 
see her Small Works showcase in the Upstairs Art Gallery. 
(See next page.) Recent circumstances have caused some 
departures AND some additions to its stable of exhibiting 
artists. 

Kathy Byrne shared news of her 2019 ABS award-winner, 
“Pots & Pans” - see next page! She said that renowned 
“loose-watercolor” artist David Savellano 
(www.davidsavellano.com) would be a presenting artist at 
California Watercolor Association. Sounds like a great 
membership to have. Anyone with an interest in the arts can 
join for $45/year; they are offering a lot of online activities 
these days. www.californiawatercolor.org    

(continued on next page)

October Zoom Meeting Report 
by Gail Mardfin

“Panda Bear” 9x12 

http://www.davidsavellano.com
http://www.californiawatercolor.org
http://www.davidsavellano.com
http://www.californiawatercolor.org


October Zoom meeting, continued

Carol Mills enjoyed seeing the deYoung Open when she 
went down for the artists’ exhibit day, featuring hundreds of 
paintings and sculptures by Sonoma county artists. It is up 
until January 3rd. If you can’t get to it in person, you can 
see each and every piece from the comfort of your 
home by clicking here, where you will find nine 
“galleries” of the works exhibited:
https://deyoungopenexhibition.artcall.org/pages/web-
gallery Carol received more kudos for her accomplishment 
during the Zoom meeting, though she shrugged it off as 
“just a fluke.” Happy members disagreed and commended 
her deservedness.

After an ergonomic break 15 members stayed for the 
youtube discussion on Figures in the Environment. When 
asked for a show of hands by Jerry Fabiano, the majority 
had actually been to the Piazza in Florence, Italy! Jerry 
introduced the discussion by commending the 
motion in the painting, created by not being too 

detailed. The viewpoint was at ground level - not looking 
down on the scene, which made it more actively 
participatory for the viewer. He commented on the 
proportion of the heads - remember to make them smaller 
than you think! If not, adult heads will look like children's 
heads. 
     Speaking of heads, Merrie Krisl noted that heads are 
quite round from behind but more oval when viewed from 
the front. Gail Mardfin remembered the artist talking about 
how the heads should all be at the same level, though they 
might be smaller in the distance, and was pleased that her 
little shore sketches illustrated that point. Patty Bird 
noticed that walking action was denoted by making one leg 
shorter than the other. Photographer Avinash Pandey was 
invited to comment and he said that when looking at 
paintings he's attracted to the contrast, finding highly 
contrasted light and shadow areas to be more interesting. 
He liked the backlit nature of the demo painting, as well as 
the detail visible in the shadow. • 

From ANN STORMS on the day of the meeting
We were down at the deYoung today to see the 877 piece 
Bay Area art show. Would definitely recommend it.
Go early & during the week, not a lot of people.
We felt very comfortable.

Update from RITA RHINE  
Hi to everyone, no Zoom for me. But I have been working 
on illustrations (some) for my Penny Book. With all the 
chaos it is hard - plus evacuations (a week at my son’s) - 
it’s been very limited. Happy to be home, but now all the 
clean up... Art work for me has pretty much been on a slow 
moving train. Good luck. 
Sincerely Rita Rhine rhinerita@yahoo.com

"Sense of Sonoma” - Upstairs Gallery - this 
collection of 8x8 acrylic paintings by Beverly 
Bird depicts the beauty and character of our 
amazing corner of the planet, from the coast to 
the forest to the vineyards.  $150 each.
Writes Beverly, "I’ve been so overwhelmed with 
doing two shows in a row after being evacuated 
for two weeks in August, I completely missed our 
September Zoom meeting because I was 
thinking it was the following week. As to the 
gallery, I think it’s really good to get the word out 
that we are open. Other galleries are too. And 
going to a gallery as a way to get reinspired, 
which is difficult in these times.”  Although this 
show came down on October 25, it’s a good 
reminder that we can still get OUT THERE 
SAFELY and support our fellow artists.

Update from BOB HART  
Thanks for reaching out. I am okay - I have been super 
busy since the Covid thing hit. I am a trustee and treasurer 
of our church and went to work to secure funding to get us 
through this crisis. Along with other duties it was sort of like 
working full time. Tons of Zoom calls to the point that I got 
"zoomed out."  
I have been doing very little photography as I had to cancel 
several planned trips - I am not getting on an airplane anytime 
soon. I have been doing a lot of study of photography and 
recovering from having had my computer crash. Had to get a 
new computer that operates on a 64-bit platform instead of the 
old 32-bit, which translated means many of the programs and 
devices I used had to be upgraded or replaced. Arrgggh.  
I do miss the club members and being able to meet and 
schmooze. It was definitely a bright spot in my routine. I will keep 
an eye out and try and put that next Zoom meeting on my 
calendar. Thank you again for reaching out.    - Bob

https://deyoungopenexhibition.artcall.org/pages/web-gallery
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Kathy Byrne has good news!  

My painting “Pots and Pans” was accepted into the 
Northwest Watercolor Society (NWWS) 80th Annual 
International Open Exhibition. There were 674 paintings 
entered from 38 states and 12 countries. They juried in 75 
paintings, mine being one of them. I have entered this show 
before so I was overjoyed that I got in. The show will be 
online at NWWS.org October 27th - January 1, 2021.

This watercolor (“Pot and Pans” 22x28)  is from a photo I 
took after the 2017 Tubbs fire for insurance purposes, one 
of many photos of all my contents in my house. They are a 
great comfort to me because the Revere Ware was given to 
me by my father when I was in my first apartment some 50 
years ago. I painted them to always have the memory, no 
matter what happened.  

Kim Winter -  
“Orion” 22x36 acrylic  
“Maisie” 30x30 acrylic 
“Metro” 30x30 acrylic
I have been painting  a lot of portraits of people's pets....for friends and for a 
fundraiser for Pets LifeLine, an animal shelter in Sonoma. 

Merrie Krisl -  
“Flyaway” 24x36 acrylic  

Thought people might be interested in this tip:  
I added some of the birds after painting the 
background. I was using a very flowing carbon 
black from Novacolor. The only problem is it 
dries and sinks into the canvas very quickly so 
changing your mind on where you want things 
is problematic. So, I used a clear piece of 
acrylic in front of the painting to play with 
placement and was pleased with how that 
worked.

A TIP FROM MERRIE

http://nwws.org/
http://nwws.org/


 

An inspiring update from  
ANNIE MURPHY SPRINGER 

My long-term motto: I ASPIRE TO INSPIRE 
BEFORE I EXPIRE!
The fires didn't affect me directly except for the 
smoke and ash and low-level continuous anxiety 
from the need to be ready to flee at any time.
I am doing just fine - busier than most of my 
friends. I really don't know where the hours, days 
and weeks go! !  
I am trying to eternally EAT AN ELEPHANT BITE 
BY BITE, shoveling out 50 years of things I kept 
but shouldn't have…still struggling with 
technology including a new computer which has 
become my enemy, defying every attempt of 
mine to master it..taking a weekly Zoom class 
with Patrick Fanning...painting a lot...doing daily 
exercises...being neighborly to others...keeping 
up with friends and family near and far…and all 
the daily chores and challenges.
Now that I am 85½, I'm trying to get a clear 
perspective on the state of the world and what I 
can do about it! I still say my daily mantra:  
EVERY DAY IS A GIFT. IT COUD ALWAYS BE 
WORSE. YOU NEVER KNOW!  Works for me.  
So, thanks and best wishes to all.

                       - Annie

Marilyn Sommer - 
LEFT:
“Winter Scene by the 
Lake” 24x24 oil

BELOW LEFT:
“Still Life with Bowl of 
Cherries” 40x30 oil
 
BELOW RIGHT:
“Still Life with 
Candelabra Candles” 
40x30 oil

Lonna Necker -  AT LEFT:
“Mt. Burdell in Novato, Marin County. 
8x10 pastel 
This is from my class with Clark Mitchell.  

“Chianti Flowers” 9x12 oil 
This was done with Pat Fiorello in a 
Zoom Workshop. She usually does 
workshops in Italy but is now using 
Zoom. She does both watercolor and oil 
workshops.

Angel Fabela - 
“Armstrong Trail 11x14 oil & “Fort Bragg” 11x14 oil

Nancy Tulloh - 
BELOW: Untitled, 14x18 acrylic



Chris 
McNamara -   
“Swap and 
Meet October” - 
each collage is 
4x4 inches  
I created these 
to send to four 
other artists 
from around the 
country. They 
each sent me a 

4x4 and it is so 
much fun to see 
how everyone 
has a totally 
different style! It 
is also humbling 
because the artists are so talented. The swap is a sub-group of a 
Facebook group that has become my new “tribe.”

 
RileyStreet Art Supply  

103 Maxwell Court, Santa Rosa 
(707) 526-6421

Patricia Marina -   
LEFT: “Circle of Life” - 
14x14 mixed media 
(ceramic on wood panel)
Patricia’s show at Graton 
Gallery is coming down 
on November 15th. 
BELOW: 3 of the 10 pieces 
on display.

Linda Grainger -  CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT: 
“Onions” 12x12 watercolor; “Little Pumpkin Patch” 14x12 
watercolor; “Three Tomatoes on the Ground” 12x12 
watercolor; "Mimi the Cat" 14x11 watercolor 
I went on a short trip to Modoc county before Santa Rosa 
shut down. Now, during this period of time, my sanctuary 
is my community vegetable garden. The pumpkin patch is 
Nancy's. The tomatoes are mine. The closeup of my 
onions was done with light from the lamp in my room. I 
feel I finally have time to observe nature. I love the 
beautiful creations of nature. They  are silently on display 
in front of you, if you care to pay attention to it.



Carol Mills - 
“Sunflowers in Red”  

8x12 watercolor 
I did this from a photo I took on 

my coffee table (below).

Patricia Marina - 
“Green Vase” 
12x12 acrylic

Painted at Patricia & 
Susan’s plein air still 
life session.  
JOIN THEM! 

WHO DOESN'T LOVE SUNFLOWERS?!

Susan Bradford - 
FAR RIGHT: “More Sunflowers”  

28x22 oil

RIGHT: “Oh the Sunflowers”  
16x20 oil

>>> Linda Loveland Reid will 
be giving one of her fabulous 
Zoom art presentations on 
Jackson Pollock, his artist-
wife Lee Krasner, and other 
artists of their era on FRIDAY 
NOVEMBER 13 AT 10 AM 
(FREE!) through the Oakmont 
Art Association. Contact Phil 
Wilkinson to get on the email 
Zoom invitation!
docsevo@me.com

Krasner & Pollock

New AWS member Linda Loveland Reid sent in some 
abstract paintings from 2020, adding “Abstract was 
scary and I studied it for a year before launching. It has 
been wildly exciting!” 
And for comparison, a 2003
figurative style, RIGHT:  
“Party Girl” 24x18 oil 
You can see more on 
LindaLovelandReid.com

FAR LEFT: 
“Bird on a Limb” 
20x16 acrylic
LEFT: “Shelter in Place"
36x24 acrylic
BELOW LEFT: 
“Hope Totems” 30x40 oil

mailto:docsevo@me.com
mailto:docsevo@me.com
http://LindaLovelandReid.com
http://LindaLovelandReid.com


Paula: So, Judy, where were you born and raised? 
Judy: I spent my infancy and toddler years in the college town, 
Swarthmore, near Philadelphia. For my remaining childhood to 
young adult, I lived in an ever changing series of historically broken 
down farmhouses all around the Lehigh Valley in Pennsylvania.
P: Did you grow up with siblings?  
J: Oh yes!  I was the oldest girl of seven. My parents had five girls 
and then two boys.
P: Did you have any relatives who were artists? 
J: Many of my family members and relatives had artistic leanings. 
For instance, my mother loved to sew and she also took art lessons 
but was discouraged with the critique process. My father’s Aunt 
Josephine’s huge still life of a blue vase with peonies always hung 
above our sideboard. All of my sisters and brothers can draw well, 
except Deb, the nurse, who does do a pretty good tree. Although my 
siblings chose careers other than “visual arts,” they are all creative in 
their work and life innovative with an appreciation for beauty.
P: As a young child, did you enjoy art?  
J: In my mother’s possessions, I recently found a drawing of a group 
of giraffes I made with crayon on scrap paper. At the bottom was 
written, “Judy age 4.” My dad would read the “funnies” to me and I 
knew they were drawings. In years that followed, I drew cartoons 
based on our family life. In high school, I did the editorial drawings 
for the school paper. 
I imagine visual expression became important to me out of 
necessity. When I was three, I was struck by a car and suffered 
damage to my eyes and a good dose of head trauma. For years, I 
was unable to speak of my many thoughts and constant 
observations.
P: Can you recall any art from grammar school? 
J: I attended a one-room country schoolhouse complete with a bun-
headed school marm and her huge paddle, desks with inkwell holes, 
coal stove heat, and the dreaded outhouse. The only art we had on 
a regular basis was a half-hour on Friday afternoons. Manila paper 
was passed out and we drew with our crayons. I remember the 
incident that clued me in to the idea that 
there is art judgment and critique: I drew the 
vase with goldenrod that was on the 
teacher’s desk and she snatched it from my 
desk and held it up walking around the class 
all while “Mmm hmmm-ing.” I had an odd 
feeling of something resembling fear. I also 
loved to draw horses and would sell custom 
stallions for 5¢ each.
P: Did you ever aspire to be an artist by 
profession? 
J: I think I considered art an enjoyable 
pastime. I wanted to be a scientist. I even 
had a microscope and illustrated leaves, 
flowers, and roadkill butterflies. But in high 
school I came up against the brick wall 
called algebra. So that discouraged me from 
my scientific goal. 

P: Did your parents encourage or 
discourage you in pursuing an art 
education? 
J: I learned of a local college, Kutztown 

University, that offered an art education degree and I really wanted 
to attend. My mom needed me at home and refused to support the 
idea. My father, however, knew it was best for me and took me to my 
portfolio review, sitting with me while students would come out of the 
offices all smiles or in tears. I had saved up enough from working as 
a waitress, nursery school teacher, camp counselor, and house 
cleaner to get me through the freshman year. Then I took out an 
NEA loan to fund the rest.
P: Did you ever use that education to pursue a career? 
J: I taught art in public school for grades 1-9 for one year to satisfy 
the loan requirement. Then, I luckily found a design position for a 
vinyl floor company. There I met Mel, my future artist husband.
P: When did you move to California? 
J: One pivotal moment, while Mel and I were busily making repeat 
patterns, one of our superiors blurted out, “You two kids should move 
to California and get the heck out of Allentown!” So we did.  
     Once settled in Long Beach, we both worked as designers for a 
carpet company until I entered a masters program at Long Beach 
State. After languishing with prerequisites for what seemed forever, it 
was time to start our family. We have two sons, Wes and Dan. Wes 
loves drawing in his free time and Dan just graduated from USF with 
a degree in Graphic Design. When Wes was just a babe in arms, I 
started my freelance design company from home. After Dan was 
born, Mel joined me and we worked together until we retired. We 
moved here from Huntington Beach on Memorial Day of 2019. 
P: What sort of art media do you enjoy doing? 
J: Now that I have the time, I need to focus my artwork. Way too 
many things interest me: ceramics, jewelry, fiber arts, paper craft. I 
even tried stained glass; loved cutting the glass shapes but disliked 
joining them with the lead channels. Most recently, I’ve been 
exploring the many aspects of printmaking. I’d like to actually learn 
to paint also. Uh oh....here I go again.
P: How did you find out about AWS? 
J: We were house hunting in Petaluma and then came over to 
Sebastopol to see the Apple Blossom Art Show. That is when and 

where I met Patty Bird and she encouraged 
me to join AWS once we made the move. I 
fortunately attended two meetings before the 
pandemic in March. I look forward to getting 
to know everybody in the group and 
participating in the artistic ventures.
Conclusion by Paula:  
I had never met Judy in person but she had 
noticed me on the Zoom because of my 
mention of our new puppy. Gail was the one 
who suggested I call Judy for an interview 
because she is a new member. When I 
discussed the interview process with Judy I 
wanted to emphasize how imagery really 
enhances the readers’ experience. Boy, did I 
get imagery!!! Thank you Judy for your 
enthusiasm and energy level. That boosted 
me right back into the flow of the interview 
process from as far back as last March. I 
look forward to meeting you in person - even 
at a distance with our masks on. I thoroughly 
enjoyed this time together and I am sure our 
members will be entertained!

Member Profile with Judy Grigg Goldberg 
by Paula Pearce

Judy works on a  
new linoleum cut  



FRIDAYS at NOON (Usually; depends on weather) 
STILL LIFE PAINTING A LA PLEIN AIR

Patricia Marina and Susan Bradford are holding  
- Friday Painting Get Togethers -


Socially distanced @ Patricia's Sebastopol property* 


Bring your art supplies - we have tables and chairs

2-3 more artists can attend!! 

For more info and to confirm your place,  
please call Patricia at 415-307-4734

* * Location: 1924 Gravenstein Hwy South  
between Hardcore Coffee at Bloomfield Rd & the Flea Market  

on Gravenstein Hwy (Red mailbox out front)  

WEDNESDAYS IN NOVEMBER 
PLEIN AIR LANDSCAPE PAINTING AT DENI MARRONE’S  

IN SEBASTOPOL* 
1:00-4:00 pm on November 4, 11 & 18 

Spread out over Deni’s 2-acre property with views of PASTURES, COWS  
(if we’re lucky), FIELDS, GIANT OAK TREES, APPLE ORCHARDS & more!

Bring your art supplies, water, etc. & appropriate footwear 
Deni has chairs or bring your own.

8-10 artists can attend!! 
For more info & to confirm your place, please call Deni at 408-202-3875 

*Location: 1539 Cunningham Road, off of Bloomfield Rd, 
down the street from Hardcore Coffee

Susan Bradford - 
“Daisies, Pottery and 
Pumpkins” 20x16 oil

Susan’s wonderful 
collection of 
teapots and other 
historic items form 
the basis for the 
weekly still life 
set-up.

HEADS UP! 
Deadline to submit 

new artwork for your 
AWS website 
artist page is 

December 31st.
More info next month…

FROM SANTA ROSA ARTS CENTER - 312 SOUTH A STREET, SANTA ROSA: 

https://santarosaartscenter.org/index.php/call-for-
entries-i-heart-sonoma-county/
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